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The Justin Smith Morrill Homestead stands on the lower portion of some 
3 acres of sloping land located on the east side of Morrill Highway just 
south of the village common of Strafford, Vermont. The property to the 
south and west of the Homestead is occupied by private residences; that 
to the north is the site of Strafford's Morrill Memorial Library. The 
front edge of the Morrill property is marked by vertical flush-board fencing 
set between granite posts. A 3mall stream flows along the northern edge 
of the site. 

Designed by Morrill himself and constructed in 1848-51, the house is 
a very personal interpretation of the Gothic Revival style. Set on a 
low brick foundation, the 1 1/2-story building has exterior walls of 
horizontal flush-boarding and a steep gabled roof of slate; the plan 
is irregular with a projecting front bay and rear ell. Lathe and bandsaw 
cut-out decorations line the gable ends of the main portion of the house. 
Carved finials rise from the gable peaks and from the two dormers on the 
forward roof slope. At a later date, Morrill added a library on the southeast 
side of the house and extended the dining room and added a porch on the 
front; both additions carry crenelated parapets. 

Gothic detailing appears throughout the interior of the house with 
the exception of the main parlor which is Greek Revival in character; all 
door and window trim is of hand-carved mahogany. On the right (southeast) 
of the 21-foot deep center hall are the parlor, music room, a bedroom, and 
the library; on the left are a dining room, breakfast room, and kitchen. 
The second floor contains four bedrooms in the main portion of the house 
and three servants' rooms in the ell. The contents of the house are largely 
original, ranging from oak and mahogany furniture of the mid-19th century 
to linens and kitchen implements. 

Some rehabilitation of the Morrill Homestead has been necessary but this 
has consisted primarily of repainting and repapering the interior, repair 
of the roof, and replacement of deteriorated sections of the exterior trim. 
The small wooden barn or carriage shed which stands immediately east of the 
house is also in good condition. Further away to the north are a large horse 
barn and several wooden sheds, all in need of some repair. Beyond these is 
the farm pond. Traces of a circular carriage drive remain in the lawn in 
front of the house; other original landscape features have disappeared but 
could be restored since a plan of the grounds as laid out by Morrill exists 
in the University of Vermont Library. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Justin Smith Morrill of Strafford, Vermont was the man immediately 
responsible for the two most important actions taken by the federal 
government in the field of higher education in the whole of the 19th 
century. As a member of the House of Representatives (1854-1866) and 
of the United States Senate (1866-1898), Morrill introduced and directed 
the final passage of the Morrill Acts of 1862 and 1890, which provided 
for the establishment and federal support of America's land-grant colleges. 

The 1 1/2-story wooden Gothic Revival house which Morrill designed for 
himself and constructed in 1848-51 stands just south of the village common 
at Strafford. Although Morrill spent most of his time in Washington during 
his Congressional career, he retained the Vermont house until his death in 
1898. The Morrill Homestead became the property of the State of Vermont, 
Division of Historic Sites, in 1969. The house remains relatively unaltered 
and its contents, including furniture, books, and personal memorabilia, are 
largely original. Maintained as a museum house, the Morrill Homestead is 
open to the public daily from Memorial Day through mid-October. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Justin Smith Morrill was born at Strafford, Vermont, on April 14, 1810. 
He attended the village school and neighboring academies until the age 
of fifteen, when he became a clerk in the village store. Morrill moved 
to Portland, Maine, in 1828 to learn merchandizing. He returned to 
Strafford in 1831 and began to operate the village store in partnership with 
his friend Jedediah H. Harris. The business prospered and by 1848 Morrill 
was able to retire to a quiet life of reading and farming. In that year 
he began construction of the Morrill Homestead, which he had designed in 
a very personal interpretation of the Gothic Revival style; the house 
was completed in time for his marriage to Ruth Barrell Swan on September 
17, 1851. The couple had two sons. 

As an amateur politician, Morrill had served on various county and state 
committees and in 1852 he was selected to represent the Whigs at their 
national convention. In 1854 Morrill was elected as an Anti-Slavery Whig 
to the House of Representatives and the next year played a prominent role 
in the organization of the Republican Party in Vermont. He held his seat 
in the House until 1866 when he was elected to the United States Senate, 
where he served for nearly thirty-two years. In the House Morrill became 
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a key member of the committee on Vays and fljeans and was its chairman from 
1865 to 1867; in the Senate he serveddeffectively as a member of the committee 

=5'.\ finance, of which he was chairman from 1877 to 1879, 1881 to 1893, and 1895 
to 1898. As chairman of the Senate committee on buildings and grounds, he 
was largely responsible for the plan and execution of the terraces, fountains 
and gardens of the Capitol, the completion of the Washington Monument, and 
the construction of the Library of Congress building. 

Though Morrill's primary interest lay in problems of tariff and 
finance, his greatest accomplishment was the passage of the legislation 
which created a system of state educational institutions aided by the 
federal government. In 1857 he introduced in the House a bill "donating 
public lands (30,000 acres for each Representative and Senator in Congress 
under the apportionment of 1860) to the several States and Territories 
which may provide colleges for the benefit of agriculture and the mechanic 
arts". This was vetoed by Buchanan in 1859, but similar legislation— the 
Land-Grant College Act or the Morrill Act—was signed by Lincoln in 1862. 
In 1890 Morrill introduced in the Senate the Second Morrill Act which set 
the precedent for federal aid to education by providing that $25,000 be 
given annually by the government to each land-grant college. 

Morrill was a skillful legislator, noted for his sound reasoning, his clear 
apprehension and statement, and his temperate attitude. In his later years 
in the Senate, his prestige was great and he was often referred to as 
"the Nestor of the Senate", "the grand old man of the Republican Party", 
and "the Gladstone of America". Morrill died at his Washington home on 
December 28, 1898. 

Though Morrill spent most of his time in Washington during his Congressional 
career, he returned regularly to his house in Strafford for vacations. On 
Morrill' s death the house was inherited by his son John, who maintained it 
until his own death in 1910. Another branch of the Morrill family then 
took over the property, selling the house and furnishings during World War 
II to a religious organization which planned to use it as the headquarters 
for a boys' boarding school. However, the organization changed its plans 
and within a few months sold the house to Miss Elizabeth Sullivan of 
Hanover, New Hampshire. Recognizing the historical significance of the 
house, Miss Sullivan made no changes in it. The Justin Smith Morrill 
Foundation was incorporated in 1961 and maintained the Homestead from that 
time until 1969 when it was donated to the State of Vermont. 

The Morrill Homestead remains relatively unaltered and in good condition. 
The contents of the house, including furniture, books, and personal memorabilia, 
are largely Morrill pieces. In addition, a large collection of Morrill papers 
and related documents is maintained at Strafford's Morrill Memorial Library, 
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located on Morrill Highway immediately north of the Homestead. 
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Strafford, Vermont 

This Gothic Revival house was designed by Morrill and 
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