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BRISTOL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Bristol, Vermont 05443 

Chartered 1762 

September 12, 1991 

State of Vermont 
Agency of Development and Community Affairs 
Division for Historic Preservation 
58 East State Street 
Montpelier, Vermont 05602 

ATTENTION: Elsa Gilbertson 

Dear Mrs. Gilbertson: 

The following is a brief history of a building at 19 West Street, Bristol, 
Vermont. It is presently called Howden Hall Community Center. This information 
is presented for your examination in support of our request to have this building 
nominated for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. 

In 1837 the Congregationalists, who had been jointly occupying an edifice on the 
north side of Bristol's Park with the Baptists and Universalists, sold their 
interests to the Baptists. They then began building their own house of worship 
on the south side of the Common, on the site of the former Patrick Foster's 
store, which had burned in 1827. This building was completed in 1841. 

It is a one and one-half story wood frame building with clapboard siding in the 
Greek Revival style. It has a gabled entry, simple pediment treatment, and 
originally had a tall narrow window on each side of the single doorway. The 
front gable was decorated with a triangular window that appears to have had 
diamond panes of glass. This window and shutter have long since been removed and 
clapboarded over, leaving on the exterior trim of this window exposed. The east 
and west sides of each still have six tall narrow windows which formerly matched 
the front ones. 

Atop the front is a somewhat truncated bell tower which formerly had a tall, very 
thin spire. This tower still has a fine cast iron bell about two feet in 
diameter, patented in 1860. The bell carriage is also of cast iron. 
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Inside was a roomy entryway with separate doors, one for men and one for women, 
leading into a church auditorium. There was a pulpit on a platform at the south 
end of the room and a gallery over the two doorways. This auditorium had a chair 
rail with horizontal beaded wide boards below it which had been "grained" at some 
time. There were plaster walls above the chair rail and also a plaster ceiling. 
The chair rail was subsequently removed and all surfaces covered with beaded 
wainscoting. 

This building was completed by the Congregationalists in 1841, but by 1890 their 
sect had nearly died out. The building was purchased by William S. Howden and 
Mrs. Susan Hall, active members of the Advent Christian Society which had been 
organized in 1840. In 1891, they donated the building to their society. By the 
early 1930's the Adventists had dwindled and could no longer carry on. 

In 1947 the descendants of William S. Howden; namely Ford, Thorpe and Lloyd 
Thomas, donated this building to the Town of Bristol for school purposes only. 

During the next decade the building was used for various educational programs 
such as vocational agricultural training, industrial arts, homemaking, two 
primary grades and as an office of the Superintendent of Schools. It was during 
this period that the following changes were made, circa 1947 to 1957: 

Front hall partitions were changed and toilets were installed on the east 
end of the former hall. 

The gallery was removed. 
Hall ceilings were lowered to about eight feet. 
Northernmost windows on both east and west sides were removed. 
Front windows were shortened and upper space clapboarded over. 
The auditorium ceiling was lowered from about sixteen feet t about 

thirteen feet. 
The auditorium was divided into two rooms by a partition running north 

and south. 
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Fire doors were installed in the south wall. 
The basement was excavated to a greater depth and a cement floor installed. 
Steam heating system was installed. 
A ramp and a retaining wall was made in the basement at the rear of the 

By 1968 Mount Abraham Union High School opened and the former high school space 
became available to our elementary school so that Howden Hall was no longer 
needed for school purposes until mandatory kindergarten took over sometime in the 
1970's. When an addition was built onto the elementary school, the kindergarten 
was moved. In 1988 the Early Essential Education moved from New Haven into the 
building. The EEE contract ended on June 30, 1991. Presently renovations are 
being made to house the new Howden Hall Community Center and the Bristol 
Historical Society. 

Thank you for your consideration of our request in this matter. 

building. 

Sincerely, 

ned 
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Board of Selectmen 
Town of Bristol 
Bristol Town Offices 
Bristol, Vermont 05443 

Re: Howden Hall, Bristol 
Dear Bristol Board of Selectmen: 
At their October 22, 1991, meeting, the State Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation reviewed the request of the Bristol Board 
of Selectmen and the Bristol Historical Society for the review of 
the eligibility of Howden Hall for the National Register of 
Historic Places. Thank you for your letter with the thorough 
information about the history of the building and for the 
videotape. The Council reviewed this information at their 
meeting. To be individually eligible for the National Register, 
a building must retain its basic architectural and historic 
integrity. After a lengthy discussion, they determined that 
Howden Hall did not appear to be eligible for individual 
'no'mlnat'lofi to "the National Register because of the number of 
changes made to the building within the last fifty years. It was 
noted, for example, that on the outside of Howden Hall the front 
windows have been changed and that inside the auditorium has been 
divided, the gallery removed, and the ceiling lowered. 

The Advisory Council did say they thought Howden Hall would be a 
contributing member in a Bristol Village Historic District. 
Within a historic district each building does not need to meet 
the requirements that buildings being nominated individually need 
to meet. They said that Bristol Village had a strong historic 
architectural character, and wanted to encourage the town and the 
Bristol Historical Society to work on a project to nominate 
Bristol Village to the National Register. As you know the 
downtown business section, including Holley Hall, is already 
listed on the National Register. Much of the rest of Bristol 
Village is listed as a historic district on the State Register of 
Historic, Places. The Division for Historic Preservation already 
has a considerable amount of information on the historic 
buildings in Bristol Village, which could be used in a National 
Register nomination. 
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If the Town or Village of Bristol or the Historical Society would 
be interested in exploring a project to nominate Bristol Village 
to the National Register of Historic Places, I would be happy to 
discuss the matter further with you and discuss how it could be 
done. Given the amount of information already available, I would 
think a volunteer group of interested people, from the Historical 
Society, could do a great deal toward preparing the nomination 
form. The nomination form requires a thorough description of 
the village district, descriptions of all the buildings, a 
statement of the historical and architectural significance of the 
district, photographs, and maps. Please talk it over, and let me 
know if you're interested. 

Thank you for your interest in the National Register program. If 
you have any questions about this, please feel free to contact 
me. 

Sincerely, 

Elsa Gilbertson 
National Register Specialist 

cc: Evelyn Dike 



Town of Bristol 
Village of Bristol 

Holley Hall 
P.O. Box 249 
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(802) 453-2410 

RECEIVED KOV 1 5 199 

November 14, 1991 

BRISTOL 
V K R M O \ r 

Elsa Gilbertson 
National Register Specialist 
Agency of Development & Community Affairs 
Montpelier, Vt. 05609 

Elsa: 

Thank you for your letter of November 5, 1991 addressed to Board 
of Selectmen concerning the eligibility of Howden Hall for the 
National Register of Historic Places: this was discussed by the 
Selectmen at their meeting of November 12, 1991. 

The Selectmen have asked me to forward your note for discussion 
to the Village of Bristol Board of Trustees and to advise the 
Board of Trustees and the Bristol Historical Society that they do 
indeed wish to pursue the suggestion of a possible application 
for a Village of Bristol Historical District, which I will do. 

I cannot tell from your letter whether the Advisory Council's 
decision is final as you state they determined that the Hall "did 
not appear" to be eligible: is this decision final? 

On a related topic I note that we 
interesting Bristol Village Historic 
refer to in your letter. Our copy is 
when this survey was performed. Also, I note 
least—that describing structures #260-262—is 
copy: can we obtain a copy of this missing page' 

all of the above 

have on file the very 
District survey that you 

undated: can you tell me 
that one 
mi ss ing 

page, at 
from our 

Town Manager 

cc: Board of Trustees 
Bristol Historical Society 
File 



AGENCY OF DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

MONTPELIER, VERMONT 05609 

STATE OF VERMONT 

DEPARTMENTS OF: 
Economic Development 828-3221 

Economic Fax No. 828-3258 
Housing & Community Affairs 828-3217 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY (802) 828-3211 
FRANK G. MCDOUGALL, JR., SECRETARY 

DIVISIONS OF: 
Administration 828-3231 
Historic Preservation 828-3226 
Vermont Travel Division 828-3236 

Film Bureau 828-3236 

November 19, 1991 
Travel Fax No. 828-3233 

Vermont Life Magazine 828-3241 

Robert Bernstein 
Bristol Town Manager 
Holley Hall 
P.O. Box 24 9 
Bristol, Vermont 05443 
RE: Howden Hall and Bristol Village 
Dear Mr. Bernstein: 
Thank you for your letter about Howden Hall and the possibility 
of nominating Bristol Village to the National Register. 
You asked if the Advisory Council's decision on Howden Hall was 
final, since the letter says it "did not appear" to be eligible. 
I should have been more clear in the letter. It is the National 
Register branch of the National Park Service in Washington, D.C., 
that makes the final decisions on whether or not a property is 
eligible for the National Register. The State Advisory Council 
and the Division for Historic Preservation make preliminary 
determinations of eligibility, but in the wording of such 
determinations they need to say "appears" or "does not appear" to 
be eligible. In some cases when the Advisory Council is doing a 
preliminary review, they say a property does not appear to be 
eligible based on the information available and they ask for 
further information. In the case of Howden Hall, the information 
provided was very thorough and was exactly what they needed to be 
able to make a preliminary review. A preliminary review of 
National Register eligibility is not a requirement of the Federal 
nomination process, but Vermont does it as a service for people 
interested in the Register. With the preliminary review, people 
know whether or not it is likely that their nomination will be 
approved before they spent extensive time, money, and effort to 
fill out the nomination form. Therefore, based on the thorough 
information provided for Howden Hall, it "does not appear" to be 
eligible individually for the National Register. That means the 
Advisory Council would not approve a nomination for this 
building, should such a nomination be submitted, and that it 
would not be submitted to Washington for National Register 
designation. It does however appear that it would be a 
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contributing member in a potential Bristol Village Historic 
District. 
I'm pleased to learn that the Selectmen are encouraging the 
Village Trustees and the Historical Society to look into 
nominating the Village to the National Register. Please call or 
write me if you have further questions as you look into this. 

The Bristol Village Historic District survey you mention is what 
we would use as a basis for a village nomination. The survey was 
begun in 1977, additional work was done in 1981, and it was 
finalized in 1983. Enclosed is a copy of the missing page. 
If you have further questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Elsa Gilbertson 
National Register Specialist 
Enclosure 


