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STATE OF VERMONT 
Division for Historic Preservation 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
HISTORIC SITES & STRUCTURES SURVEY 
Individual Structure Survey Form 

PRESENT FORMAL NAME: 
COUNTY. Addison ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME 

Lake School TOWN. Bridport 
ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME 

Lake School 
LOCATION 

Corner of Crown Pt. Rd, 
and Lake Street 

PRESENT USE domestic dwelling LOCATION 
Corner of Crown Pt. Rd, 
and Lake Street 

ORIGINAL USE. scnooi 
LOCATION 

Corner of Crown Pt. Rd, 
and Lake Street ARCHITECT/ENGINEER; 

COMMON NAME 
District #2 School 

ARCHITECT/ENGINEER; 
COMMON NAME 

District #2 School BUILDER/CONTRACTOR r 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE. school 

BUILDER/CONTRACTOR r 
OWNER. ,/J; Rigg 
ADDRESS rd #1 Bridport 

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE 
Excellent • Good • 
Fair • Poor • 

ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC 
Yes • No • Restricted • 

THEME. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC 
Yes • No • Restricted • STYLE. 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Local H State • National • 

DATE BUILT 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

Structural System 
1 Foundation Stone ® Brick Q Concrete • Concrete Block • 
2 Wall Structure 

a Wood Frame Post & Beam • Balloon • 
b Load Bearing Masonry Brick ® Stone • Concrete • 

Concrete Block • 
c Iron • d Steel • e Other 

3 Wall Covering Clapboard • Board & Batten • Wood Shingle • 
Shiplap • Novelty • Stucco • Sheet Metal • Aluminum • 
Asphalt Shingle • Brick Veneer • Stone Veneer • 
Bonding Pattern 6 1 Am, Bond Other 

4 Roof Structure 
a Truss Wood ® Iron C Steel • Concrete • 
b Other 

5 Roof Covering Slate • Wood Shingle • Asphalt Shingle • 
Sheet Metal • Built Up • Rolled • Tile • Other 

6 Engineering Structure 
7 Other 

Appendages Porches® t TowersD Cupolas • Dormers • Chimneys® 
Sheds • Ells • Wings® Other 

Roof Style Gable • Hip • Shed • Flat • Mansard • Gambrel • 
Jerkinhead • Saw Tooth • With Monitor • With Bellcast. • 
With Parapet • With False Front • Other 

Number of Stories i 1/2 
Number of Bays S x 2 x 0 Entrance Location left end-on 
Approximate Dimensions 24.1 -¡c 22' 
THREAT TO STRUCTURE 

No Threat • Zoning • Roads • 
Development • Deterioration • 
Alteration || Other 

{LOCAL ATTITUDES 
S Positive • Negative • 
j Mixed Other 



. . -w. , - m nr. AUDITJ ONAJ Al'Cil] TKC'J'UKAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION%öA" 

Simple brick building with gable roof with returns and plain cornice moldings 
Significant alterations including the addition of a side wing, the use of alu-
minum siding and the removal and addition of various windows Possibly original 
front stoop, 

'ii, 

RELATED STRUCTURES (Describe) 
Horse barn c 1940 1 l/2 level gable roof with shiplap siding, 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This is a fine early example of the typical one-room schoolhouse Built to serve 
the residents of district #2; Lake School is/now a private house 

REFERENCES 
1, 2 , 10 

MAP. (Indicate North In Circle) 

Crtovv/v POCNT 

SURROUNDING -ENVIRONMENT 
Open Land J| Woodland • 
Scattered Buildings .0 1 Moderately Built Up n 
Densely Built Up • 
Residential • Commercial • 
Agricultural • Industrial • 
Roadsidè Strip Development • 
Other 

RECORDED BY 
William N. Hosley Jr. 

ORGANIZATION 
VT, Div. for Historic Preservation 
DATE RECORDED 

6/?? , /77 
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SUBJECT / L ^ J ' J F J R J / S J M ^ VIE W S W 
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STATE OF VERMONT 
Division for Historic Preservation 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
HISTORIC SITES & STRUCTURES SURVEY 
Individual Structure Survey Form 

SURVEY NUMBER, 
0102-19 

^NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER; 
I 1 77-A-144 
UTM REFERENCES 

Zone/Easting/Northing 

. 18 6^1090 - 4.866500. 
U S G S QUAD MAP 
: . Ticonderoga N.Y. - Vt. 
PRESENT FORMAL NAME: 

- - ~ -

COUNTY. Addison ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME 
TOWN. Bridport 

ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME 
LOCATION 

Heitman Rd. 

PRESENT USE. farmhouse LOCATION 
Heitman Rd. 

ORIGINAL USE. farmhouse 
LOCATION 

Heitman Rd. ARCHITECT/ENGINEER 
COMMON NAME 

Heitman-Lawton House 

ARCHITECT/ENGINEER 
COMMON NAME 

Heitman-Lawton House BUILDER/CONTRACTOR 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE. farmhouse 

BUILDER/CONTRACTOR 
OWNER, Virginia Lawton 
ADDRESS RD #1 Heightman Rd, 

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE 
Excellent • Good • 
Fair Poor • 

ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC 
Yes • No • Restricted • 

THEME. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC 
Yes • No • Restricted • STYLE . vernacular ?f ederal 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Local • State • National • 

DATE BUILT 
c. 1800/ c. 1828 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
Structural System 

Brick Q Concrete 1 Foundation Stone 
2 Wall Structure 

a Wood Frame Post & Beam • Balloon • 
b Load Bearing Masonry Brick • Stone • 

Concrete Block • 
c Iron' Q d Steel • 

3 Wall Covering Clapboard 
Shiplap • Novelty • 

Concrete Block • 

Concrète • 
e Other 
V Board Batten • Wood Shingle • 
Stucco • Sheet Metal • Aluminum • 

Brick Veneer • Stone Veneer • 
Other 

Iron C Steel • Concrete • 
Asphalt Shingle • 
Tile • Other 

Asphalt Shingle • 
Bonding Pattern 

4 Roof Structure 
a Truss Wood | 
b Other 

5 Roof Covering Slate A Wood Shingle • 
Sheet Metal • Built Up • Rolled • 

6 Engineering Structure 
7 Other 

Appendages PorchesQ Towers • Cupolas • Dormers • Chimneys• 
Sheds • Ells • Wings V Other 

Roof Style Gable • Hip • Shed • Flat • Mansard • Gambrel • 
Jerkinhead • Saw Tooth • With Monitor • With Bellcast • 
With Parapet • With False Front • Other 

Number of Stories 2 l/p 
Number of Bays B y ? Entrance Location central length 
Approximate Dimensions ?7' y ?n' o n 

THREAT TO STRUCTURE «LOCAL ATTITUDES 
No Threat • Zoning • Roads • j Positive • Negative • 
Development • Deterioration • j Mixed Other 
Alteration Q Other j 

u 



AUDYJ'JOJJAJ, A R C H I T E C T U R A L OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The house is in 2 parts The present ell is of dimensions characteristic of 
an early saltbox, It may .have been the original house, and still has some 
original windows The front part is of a very late Federal-Greek Revival 
transitional type with gable returns, semi-wide molded entablature, gable 
fanlight, some original 6 over 6 windows and a variety of interesting interior 
details Most noteworthy are the Asher Benjamin influenced architraves with 
convex panelled corner blocks and the C-panelled staircase, with popular 
vernacular newel-post 

RELATED STRUCTURES (Describe) 

9 l 
STATEMENT. OF SIGNIFICANCE 

^ 

This house is^a good early example of how family needs outgrew original first 
dwellings andjlarger formal fronts would be built onto the original house In 
this case the later added house is an interesting vernacular Federal mansion, 

The house was probably built by Zenas Myrick, a carpenter and first line mem-
ber of an important Bridport family- The house was sold in 1857 to Ehlert 
Heitmann, a German who had moved north from Williamsburg, Virginia and for 
whom Heitmann Rd, was named, 

REFERENCES 

1 , 2 , 3 , 4 

MAP. (Indicate North In Circle) 

Le 

HOÜSE 

ELL. 

SURROUNDING -ENVIRONMENT 
Open Land J | Woodland • 
Scattered Buildings • 
Moderately Built Up D 
Densely Built Up • 
Residential • Commercial • 
Agricultural • Industrial • 
Roadside Strip Development • 

- Other 

RECORDED BY 
William N. Hosley Jr. 

ORGANIZATION 
VT. T)1V- f n r K i a + n - r i n P r a a a r v n +• j DATE RECORDED 

6/22/77 

m 
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frAGE 10A — Addison County Independent. Thursday. September 16. 1993 
f 

Bridport 
iHave a news tip? Call Margaret 
g Sunderland at 758-2654 

% BRIDPORT — Travelers on Lake 
¡Street will notice a change in the 
¿kyline. The old Salmon house on 
the Lawton farm has been dis-
mantled and removed. 
' The 1790 house will be rebuilt in 
the Bristol area complete with the 
;¡original fireplaces and slate roof, 
tvery part of the house was marked 
' nd carefully stored in preparation 
or the moving and rebuilding 
irocess. 

r Tuesday evening was busy around 
Jhc town green. The Parent Teacher 
Association sponsored an ice cream 
social with the assistance of Shirley 
Giard and C.J.'s Mickeys, her tra-
veling snack bar. The Restoration 
Project Committee met to place a 
marker on the time capsule, which 
will be opened in 2041, and to have 
¿¡heir monthly planning meeting in 
4he town clerk's office, 
¡jj Town Line First Response mem-
bers met over the fire station for 
'their monthly meeting, and country 
line dancing lessons were underway 
at the Community Hall. 

The country line dancing lessons 
on Monday and Tuesday evenings at 
the Community Hall are drawing 
good crowds. The organization that 
provides the lessons is known as 
the Contemporary Country Dan-
cers. Lessons are from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. 

The Thursday afternoon Ladies' 
Bowling League is looking for 
three more players. Contact Pat 
Pratt at 758-2338 for information. 

The Bridport Modern Homemak-
ers Club met on Wednesday after-
noon, Sept. 8, and watched a video 
on the value of reminiscence for 
elderly people. 

The Bridport Historical Society 
will hold its annual meeting on 
Sunday, Sept. 19, at 1 p.m. at St. 
Bemadette's parish hall. There will 
be a potluck dinner followed by the 
business meeting. 
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STATE OF VERMONT 
Division for Historic Preservation , 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
HISTORIC SITES E< STRUCTURES SURVEY 
Individual Structure Survey Form 

SURVEY NUMBER; 
0102-32 

I ' J ! 
STATE OF VERMONT 
Division for Historic Preservation , 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
HISTORIC SITES E< STRUCTURES SURVEY 
Individual Structure Survey Form 

TIEGATIVE FILE NUMBER; 
<Z7-A-145 I ' J ! 

STATE OF VERMONT 
Division for Historic Preservation , 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
HISTORIC SITES E< STRUCTURES SURVEY 
Individual Structure Survey Form 

UTM REFERENCES 
Zone/Easting/Northing 
18 -631890 4870290 . . 

I ' J ! 
STATE OF VERMONT 
Division for Historic Preservation , 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
HISTORIC SITES E< STRUCTURES SURVEY 
Individual Structure Survey Form 

U S G S QUAD MAP 
'Ticonderoera N.Y. - Vt. 

I ' J ! 
STATE OF VERMONT 
Division for Historic Preservation , 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
HISTORIC SITES E< STRUCTURES SURVEY 
Individual Structure Survey Form 

PRESENT FORMAL NAME 
COUNTY. 'Addison ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME 

( TOWN'. Bridport 
ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME 

( 

LOCATION 
Basin Harbor Road 

PRESENT USE. LOCATION 
Basin Harbor Road ORIGINAL USE. farmhouse 

LOCATION 
Basin Harbor Road 

ARCHITECT/ENGINEER 
COMMON NAME. Daniel Heustis House 

ARCHITECT/ENGINEER 
COMMON NAME. Daniel Heustis House BUILDER/CONTRACTOR 

pnHHihly Asabal Parsnris FUNCTIONAL TYPE. fnTTn>irm«»P 
BUILDER/CONTRACTOR 
pnHHihly Asabal Parsnris 

OWNER, Daniel Heustis ' 
ADDRESS, BP Bridport 

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE 
Excellent • Good • 
Fair • Poor p 

ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC 
Yes • No • Restricted • ' 

THEME. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC 
Yes • No • Restricted • ' STYLE. high fp^^i 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Local • State • Nationals 

DATE BUILT-
c. 1822 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
Structural System 

1 Foundation Stone H Brick Q Concrete • Concrete. Block • 
2 Wall Structure 

a Wood Frame Post & Beam • Balloon • 
b Load Bearing Masonry Brick • Stone • Concrete • 

Concrete Block • 
c Iron • d Steel • e Other 

3 Wall Covering Clapboard • Board f< Batten • Wood Shingle • 
Shiplap • Novelty • Stucco • Sheet Metal • Aluminum • 
Asphalt Shingle • Brick Veneer Q Stone Veneer • 
Bonding Pattern Other 

4 Roof Structure 
a Truss Wood p Iron C Steel • Concrete • 
b Other 

5 Roof Covering Slate • Wood Shingle • Asphalt Shingle • 
Sheet Metal • Built Up • Rolled • Tile • Other 

6 Engineering Structure 
7 Other 

Appendages PorchesD TowersQ Cupolas • Dormers • ChimneysB 
Sheds,• Ells H Wings • Other 

Roof Style Gable • Hip • Shed • Flat • Mansard • Gambrel • 
Jerkinhead • Saw Tooth • With Monitor • With Bellcast • 
With Parapet • With False Front • Other 

Number of Stories _2M'/2 
Number of Bays 9 x 2 Entrance Location central langth-o] 
Approximate Dimensions x 26' 
THREAT TO STRUCTURE 

No Threat • Zoning • Roads • 
Development • Deterioration H 
Alteration • Other 

{LOCAL ATTITUDES 
J Positive • Negative J| 
5 Mixed Other 

i 



AIJLTL'J'JOJÌAJ,' AsciliTKCTUKAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION 

This 5 by 2 bay 4 over 4 central hall, Federal mansion was once an important 
jewel in Bridport's architectural landscpae Molded cornice with gable end 
returns and pedimental fanlight. 12 over 12 windows; paired end chimneys 
(l missing); -beaded corner posts; Middlebury attic - canted roof bracing. 
Frontispiece is the finest in Bridport Delicate attenuated pilasters with 
panelled starbursts; full span fanlight with 12 radian slices and swags; 
panelled arch and sidelight recess; side panels; 6 panel door. Middlebury-type 
newel post; bracketed staircase; 3 major mantlepieces, molded architraves, dado 
rails and baseboards 

RELATED STRUCTURES (Describe) 

Attached wing - is older than the house, 1 l/2 story; 12 over 12 windows; slate 
gable roof 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This is a most important Federal house designed in thehhigh style vernacular 
mode popularized in Middlebury by Lavius Fillmbre and/or Asahel Parsons This 
is as important as any house in Bridport and could be restored. It was owned 
during the middle of the nineteenth century by a Cook family but it is uncertain 
for whom it was built 

REFERENCES 

1, 2 
MAP. (Indicate North In Circle) 

(D 
Q 

w <o 
tQ 

SURROUNDING .ENVIRONMENT 
Open Land J| Woodland • 
Scattered Buildings H 
Moderately Built Up • 
Densely Built Up • 
Residential • Commercial • 
Agricultural M Industrial • 
Roadside Strip Development • 
Other 

RECORDED BY 
William N. Hosley Jr. 

ORGANIZATION 
VT. Div. for Historic Presen7-a.ti.nr1 
DATE RECORDED 

6/24/77 
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STATE OF VERMONT 
Division For Historic Preservation 
Montpelier VT 05602 
HISTORIC SITES & STRUCTURES SURVEY 
Individual Structure Survey Form 

SURVEY NUMBER: 

£ 1 0 2 - 5 2 

STATE OF VERMONT 
Division For Historic Preservation 
Montpelier VT 05602 
HISTORIC SITES & STRUCTURES SURVEY 
Individual Structure Survey Form 

NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 3:19, 3:20, 3:21, 3:22 

STATE OF VERMONT 
Division For Historic Preservation 
Montpelier VT 05602 
HISTORIC SITES & STRUCTURES SURVEY 
Individual Structure Survey Form 

UTM REFERENCES: 18.627741.4870122 

STATE OF VERMONT 
Division For Historic Preservation 
Montpelier VT 05602 
HISTORIC SITES & STRUCTURES SURVEY 
Individual Structure Survey Form 

U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP: Crown Point, VT-NY 
1:24,000 

STATE OF VERMONT 
Division For Historic Preservation 
Montpelier VT 05602 
HISTORIC SITES & STRUCTURES SURVEY 
Individual Structure Survey Form 

PRESENT FORMAL NAME: Yellow House Point Light 
COUNTY: Addison ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME: Yellow House Point Light 
TOWN: Bridport PRESENT USE: Navigational Aid 
LOCATION: Five miles west of Bridport at Jones 
Dock 

ORIGINAL USE: Navigational Aid 

COMMON NAME: Yellow House Point Light ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: U.S. Bureau of Lighthouses 
PROPERTY TYPE: Navigational Aid BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: U.S. Bureau of 

Lighthouses 
OWNER: United States Coast Guard 
ADDRESS: 300 Metro Center Boulevard, Warwick, Rl 
02886 

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: 
Excellent [ ] Good [X] Fair [ ] Poor [ ) 

ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: 
Yes [] No [] Restricted [X] 

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: 
Excellent [ ] Good [X] Fair [ ] Poor [ ) 

ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: 
Yes [] No [] Restricted [X] 

STYLE: n/a 
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: 
Local [] State [X] National [] 

DATE BUILT ca. 1930 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 
Structural System 

1 Foundation: Stone [ ] Brick [ ] Concrete [X] Concrete Block [ ] 
2. Wall Structure 

a. Wood Frame: Post & Beam [ ] Balloon [ ] 
b. Load Bearing Masonry: Brick [ ] Stone [ ] Concrete [ ] Concrete Block [ ] 
c. Iron [ ] d. Steel [ ] e. Other Bolted sheet steel 

3. Wall Covering: Clapboard [ ] Board & Batten [ ] Wood Shingle [ ] Shiplap [ ] 
Novelty [ ] Asbestos Shingle [ ] Sheet Metal [ ] Aluminum [ ] Asphalt Siding [ ] 
Brick Veneer [ ] Stone Veneer [ ] Bonding Pattern: Other 

4. Roof Structure 
a. Truss: W o o d [ ] Iron [ ] Steel [ ] Concrete [ ] b. Other Bolted sheet steel 

5. Roof Covering: Slate [ ] Wood Shingle [ ] Asphalt Shingle [ ] Sheet Metal [ ] 
Built Up [ ] Rolled [ ] Tile [ ] Other 

6. Engineering Structure: bolted structural steel tower 
7 Other-
Appendages: Porches [ ] Towers [x] Cupolas [ ] Dormers [ ] Chimneys [ ] Sheds [ ] 

Ells [ ] Wings [ ] Bay Window [ ] Other-
Roof Styles: Gable [ ] Hip [X] Shed [ ] Flat [ ] Mansard [ ] Gambrel [ ] Jerkinhead [ ] 

Saw Tooth [ ] With Monitor [ ] With Bellcast [ ] With Parapet [ ] With False Front [ ] 
Other-

Number of Stories: n/a 
Entrance Location: East elevation 
Number of Bays: 1 X 1 
Approximate Dimensions: 5' X 5' at tank house base, approximately 18' high 
SIGNIFICANCE: Architectural [ ] Historic [X] Archeological [ ] 
Historic Contexts: Water transportation and 
commerce 

Level of Significance: 
Local [ ] State [X] National [ ] 



ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

See attached continuation sheets 

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe) 

See attached continuation sheets 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

See attached continuation sheets 

REFERENCES: 

See attached continuation sheets - — 0 

See attached continuation sheets 

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT" 
Open Woodland [ ] Woodland [ ] 
Scattered Buildings [X] 
Moderately Built Up [ ] 
Densely Built Up [ ] 
Residential [X] Commercial [ ] 
Agricultural [ ] Industrial [ ] 
Roadside Strip Development [ ] 
Other Located at west edge of small public 
boat landing 

RECORDED BY" Matthew A. Kierstead and 
Kirk Van Dyke 
ORGANIZATION: PAL, 210 Lonsdale 
Avenue, Pawtucket, Rl 02860 
DATE RECORDED: 6/21/2000 



STATE OF VERMONT, Division for Historic Preservation Page 1 
INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 
United States Coast Guard Vermont Aids-to-Navigation 
Name: Yellow House Point Light 
Community: Bridport 

ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

Yellow House Point Light is an active navigational aid located at the edge of Lake Champlain at Jones Dock, 
a small public boat landing north of West Bridport, Addison County. Vermont. The structure consists of 
three major components, a poured concrete base supporting a bolted sheet steel tank house which in turn 
supports a bolted structural steel light tower. The tank house/tower structure is approximately 30' high. The 
concrete base is footed in the earth, is square in plan with slightly sloping sides, and measures approximately 
8' on a side. The tower is located at the center of the base. 

The tank house resembles an obelisk in form, with a square plan, tapering sides, and a slightly-pitched, 
almost flat hipped roof. The walls and roof are built up with steel plates joined at the corner edges by 
threaded nuts and bolts. Each wall measures 5' wide at the base, and rises T, tapering to 4' in width at the 
top. The roof is toped by a small conical metal vent hood. The tank house is mounted to the concrete base 
with cast-iron L-brackets bolted to the corners. The bottom edges of the side walls begin approximately 3' 
above the top of the concrete base, leaving a gap affording ventilation to the interior. The entrance consists 
of an outward-swinging, hinged steel door with cast iron hardware located on the east elevation. The door 
is missing a hasp. The tank house is painted white. 

The tank house supports the tower, which is painted white. The tower is built up using bolted structural steel 
L-channels and flat bar stock. The vertical steel corner members of the tower are bolted to and rise directly 
from the upper corners of the tank house. The tower is divided into five panels stiffened by X-braces. The 
beacon is accessed by a steel ladder running up the center of the east elevation of the tower. An original 
circular bent steel rod safety grab loop is located at the top of the ladder. The ladder is equipped with a 
'safety climb' automatic belaying device consisting of a vertical steel pole mounted at the center of the 
rungs. The beacon is a modern replacement unit with a white plastic lens located 3 3' above mean high water 
level. The beacon is powered by electricity supplied by a small, south-facing solar panel mounted to the top 
of the tower. Diamond-shaped dayboards divided into opposing green and white checkerboard squares, and 
bearing the letter "Y" are located on the north and south sides of the top of the tower. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

Yellow House Point Light was erected by the U.S. Board of Lighthouses about 1930 to mark Yellow House 
Point on the east side of Lake Champlain in Bridport, Vermont. 

Prior to the arrival of European explorers, Lake Champlain was a natural boundary between the Iroquois and 
Algonquin nations. In 1609 the Lake was discovered by French explorer Samuel De Champlain. The 
earliest European settlement in the Champlain Valley was associated with fur trapping and Christian 
missionary activity. During the eighteenth and early nineteenth century the lake was a strategic corridor in 
the French and Indian War, Revolutionary War, and the War of 1812. After the Revolution, Americans 
began to settle in the Champlain Valley, which became an important transportation route for agricultural and 
timber goods. Steamboat lines began to operate after 1809. The construction ofthe Champlain Canal in 1823 
and the Chambly Canal in 1843 greatly increased shipments of timber, iron ore, and agricultural products, 
requiring the construction of new ports and associated infrastructure. The increase in shipping led to an 
increase in loss of life and cargo and shippers successfully lobbied Congress for a system of navigational 



STATE OF VERMONT, Division for Historic Preservation Page 2 
INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 
United States Coast Guard Vermont Aids-to-Navigation 
Name: Yellow House Point Light 
Community: Bridport 

aids on the lake. In 1825 the first lighthouse was built on Juniper Island, and by the 1870s there were ten 
manned lighthouses on the lake. By the 1870s Lake Champlain ports were handling record quantities of 
lumber, but the canals had become clogged with traffic. By 1875 an all-rail route was completed between 
New York City and Montreal, and the steamboat lines began to operate as a tourist and excursion attraction. 
In 1893 a duty was placed on Canadian lumber and the Lake Champlain lumber trade disappeared almost 
overnight. In 1916 the Champlain Canal was enlarged as part of the New York State Barge Canal system, 
which helped retain some freight traffic. At the turn of the nineteenth century there were fewer passenger 
steamboats on the lake, but several new, large steel-hulled excursion boats were built, culminating in the 
1903 Vermont III, which, at 262 ft long, was the largest of the Lake Champlain steamboats. By the 1920s 
the automobile began to dominate tourist transportation, and in 1929 the Crown Point bridge linked the east 
and west sides of the lake. In 1932 the lastNew York—Montreal steamboat run took place. During the Great 
Depression the east-west ferries survived, but north-south traffic on the lake continued to decline. Between 
1950 and 1990 several excursion boats were built for lake Champlain service. The last significant freight 
traffic on Lake Champlain consisted of fuel barges bound for the U.S. Air Force Base at Plattsburgh, NY 
which ended in the early 1990s (Bellico 1992, Hill 1976). 

Since the Lighthouse act of 1789, navigational aids have been under U.S. government control. By the 1860s 
most lighthouses had been replaced with durable structures with the latest illuminating technology. By 1900 
the U.S. Lighthouse Board had established an navigational aid system on lake Champlain that included ten 
manned, masonry or prefabricated iron lighthouses, 36 buoys, and 15 post beacons. In 1910 the Bureau of 
Lighthouses, a smaller organization manned by civilians under the Commerce Department, was formed to 
take responsibility for lighthouses. This organization converted many manned illuminated navigational aids 
to automated devices. In more populated areas these navigational aids were powered by electricity, and in 
more remote, or water-bound locations, they were powered by other sources of illumination. Between 1923 
and 1954 the U.S. Bureau of Lighthouses upgraded and augmented the navigational aid system on Lake 
Champlain with new acetylene gas-powered beacons on steel towers. Similar series of towers were 
incorporated in navigational aid systems on Lake Memphremagog, the Hudson River, and other U.S. rivers 
and coastal waterways. In 1939 the Bureau of Lighthouses and other maritime agencies were amalgamated 
into the United States Coast Guard. The USCG Burlington, VT Station currently maintains almost 150 
ATON, including 50 beacons and 100 buoys (Delgado and Foster n.d., Clifford 1999). 

The acetylene gas mechanism in the Yellow House Point Light has subsequently been replaced with a 
modern, solar-powered unit. The structure is otherwise unmodified, retains its outward appearance, and still 
functions as a navigational aid. It is assigned United States Coast Guard Light List Number 39875 and 
displays a white light located 33 ft above mean high water level that flashes at four second intervals and is 
visible for 6 miles. It displays an 'NB' type, diamond-shaped, black-and-white checkerboard daymark 
bearing the letter "Y' on the north and south faces of the top of the tower (USCG 2000:335). 

NATIONAL REGISTER STATEMENT 

Yellow House Point Light is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places at the state level 
under Criterion A for its association with the history of waterborne commerce and navigation in Vermont. 
It is also eligible for listing under Criterion C at the state level as it is an active component of a historic 
navigational aid system deployed by the U.S. Bureau of Lighthouses on Lake Memphremagog and is 
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evidence of the technological evolution of navigational aids. Although the light no longer retains its original 
illuminating equipment it retains its historic function through continuity of use as an active navigational aid. 
It retains its historic qualities of location, setting, workmanship, feeling, and association; and retains its 
outward appearance in its design and materials, and is therefore eligible for listing in the National Register 
of Historic Places. 
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